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THE PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. To advance science and scien¬ 
tific study of nature. 

2. To foster and stimulate in¬ 
terest in the conservation of wild 
life. 

3. To maintain a permanent 
Zoological Exhibit in San Diego. 

4. To stimulate public interest 
in the building and maintenance of 


a Zoological Hospital. 

5. To provide for the delivery 
of lectures, exhibition of pictures 
and publication of literature deal¬ 
ing with natural history and 
science. 

6. To operate a society for the 
mutual benefit of its members for 
non-lucrative purposes. 
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THE NEW BEAR GROTTO 



The new double bear grotto might be truthfully described as the con¬ 
crete result of promises long made and hopes fulfilled. Promises made 
five years ago, and which were left unfilled only because the society 
itself was not in a position to do its share in the way of furnishing the 
necessary material and funds for labor. Hopes that every year some way 
would be found to build properly the projected grotto and put on exhibi¬ 
tion the wonderful polar bears which, though being kept in comfort, were 
not fulfilling their purpose in the zoo life. 

John Treanor, who visited the zoo nearly six years ago and was im¬ 
pressed with the worthy work being carried on under such a struggle, 
said that when we were ready to build a new bear grotto for the bears 
he and his company, the Riverside Portland Cement Company, would 
furnish the cement. How long it takes a promise or debt to a polar bear 
to become outlawed is a point that might be open to argument; but the 
question of being a good sport and keeping a promise made under vastly 
different business conditions, when everything was booming and com¬ 
panies could look upon the gift of two loads of cement with equanimity, 
is one which has been fully decided in favor of Mr. Treanor. 

Our hope is that he will look upon the great cave which was made 
possible by his generosity and be pleased with the result. We think it 
is by far the best and handsomest of our barless grottoes and it is by a 
long ways the most popular with the visitors, for bears are one of the 
most responsive and interesting of animals. The Polar bears and the 
Grizzlies which occupy this double grotto are both new to the public. 
They are especially good specimens of their kind and they are beautifully 
exhibited in their new gro:to. 

We want to express through this, the voice of our society, the appre- 
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ciation of our members and the citizens and children of San Diego to 
Mr. Treanor and his company for this magnificent gift. 


NEW ARRIVALS 

DONATIONS: 

During the month of February the Board of Park Commissioners of 
Los Angeles donated to the local garden for the purposes of breeding. 
This group consisted of one llama, one elk, and one zebra. In addition 
to the animals a most generous gift of trees and shrubs was also received. 
These consisted of many of the local trees which are most difficult to 
obtain from nurseries, such as holly, live oak, redwood, sycamore, and 
native wild walnut. 

The Federal Truck Company donated the use of the truck to brin^ 
the animals and trees from Los Angeles, so that the entire acquisition 
stands the society only the expenses of two men to go up with the truck 
and drive it back. 

BIRTHS: 

Since the first of the year several newcomers have made their appear¬ 
ance in the garden. Perhaps the outstanding baby is the little Guinea 
Baboon which was born early in February. There have been two or 
three wallaby, four Sasin antelope, and one hog deer, added to the fami¬ 
lies on the deer mesa. The African sheep also gave birth to twin babies 
which lived only a few minutes. As spring approaches many more records 
are expected to be added. In fact we feel hopeful that there are baby 
beavers in the beaver lodge even now. 

INTERESTING NOTES: 

The Sasin antelope, with the exception of three does and the adult 
buck which are being kept for breeding purposes, have been turned into 
the large pasture where the American bison formerly dwelt. All of the 
wallaby and kangeroo have been turned into the old home of the Philli- 
pino buffalo. This measure was adopted to relieve the congestion on the 
deer mesa while the trees, now nearly two years old, were struggling 
through their youth in these two inclosures. The antelope and the kan¬ 
garoo do not tramp or injure the trees, but they do add life and interest 
especially from Cabrillo Bridge, where the antelope can always be seen. 

The hills of the elk paddock are now being planted with the new 
trees from Los Angeles. This will complete the actual tree planting. 
From now on the planting will be more around the grottoes and inter¬ 
spersing many of the hardwood and slower growing varieties to give more 
natural habitats to many of the exhibits. Until the hills were partly 
planted with drouth resisting trees and deeply fertilized it was useless 
to make any attempt to plant trees which require much water or 
cultivation. 

This feature of park development is one that few people realize is 
being carried on by the Zoological Society. In reality much of the ex¬ 
pense of the maintenance of the garden is the development of it as a 
park, and no other new part of the park has been developed to the same 
extent during the past six years. This wo 1 , d still remain barren hills 
and unlovely canyons but for its occupancy by the zoo. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
By Harry M. Wegeforth, m. d. 

It is doubtless with considerable hesitancy that the presidents of all 
corporations collect the subject matter and statistics from which they will 
have to formulate a report to the officers and members of their organiza¬ 
tion, for it is only too well known that business conditions have been and 
still are far below normal. Such a state cannot but be reflected in the 
work of even educational and scientific organizations which necessarilv 
owe part of their existence and much of their progress to the generosity 
of private individuals whose ability to support them depends upon cur¬ 
rent business conditions. True it is that I began the preparation of this 
report with meager hope that it would fulfill even partly the expectations 
of the membership of the Society and the public while at the same time 
showing that conservatism which the members had every right to expect 
of us at this time: but while I approached the task with hesitancy I pre¬ 
sent mv renort with even more than my usual pride and I believe it will 
be received by you with sincere satisfaction. 

The financial stringency of the country was not seriously reflected i~ 
the iprome of the Zoo until the summer months had actually passed. 
Nevertheless, a rather conservative program had been adopted, I must 
confess, with a secret hope on my part that conditions might warrant its 
enlargement. We have had to stick, however, very closely to our original 
plans, yet constant work of repairing and remodeling buildings and en¬ 
closures has been carried on and while much of this may not be evident 
to the public it means a great difference in the efficiency of the manage¬ 
ment and in the proper care of the exhibit. 

The beginning of the year saw Ralph Virden, a young man of con¬ 
siderable experience, installed as our construction superintendent. Such 
a man had been unsuccessfully sought for several years in the belief that 
better construction work would be accomplished with less expense by 
using our own force instead of employing outside contractors. This belief 
has been more than justified not only in the money saved in construction 
but in the durability of the work done and in carrying on the repairs 
constantly needed in the Zoo. The spring months saw the building of 
the leopard grottoes and the dog pen provided for in our budgets, and 
by early summer work on the ice plant had begun. This plant was finished 
and in operation by the first of September. Estimated to cost five thousand 
dollars by experts who had figured on it, the plant was built by our own 
crew and the assistance of the West Coast (7as Engine Company for a 
cost of $3,155.00. It has sufficient capacity for the carcasses of twenty- 
five large horses to be frozen and kept at a temperature of tyenty degrees 
with precooling facilities for fruit, vegetables, and fish. This has helped 
greatly in the centralization of the work of food distribution and in the 
elimination of waste and much gastric trouble due to improper handling 
and storing of food by men too busy to give it proper time and care. 

The leopard grottoes are a great improvement on our old cage both in 
appearance and practical use. Two families of young cats, the Indian 
Leopard and the American Puma, have been successfully raised this year. 
The dog pen which we have adopted as a standard is a double pen now 
containing coyotes and wolves. Another is urgently needed for foxes. 
This type of enclosure will work out to excellent advantage for the wild 
boars, exhibiting them well while housing them perfectly. Four such 
grottoes have been laid out in our original plan of the zoo. 

The primate cage, material for which was donated by Mr. Paul Of- 
fenhauser, was completed just in time to receive a handsome donation in 
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the way of two fine chimpanzees from Mr. C. R. Holmes, member of our 
Board of Directors. The group of big apes has been most happily aug¬ 
mented by these two very excellent specimens. 

The most pretentions piece of construction in several years has been 
the newly finished double bear grotto built on the general lines of our 
tiger grotto which contains the polar and grizzly bears. Two carloads of 
cement used in this grotto were donated by Mr. John Treanor of Los 
Angeles, president of the Portland Cement Company. The labor was 
all done by the regular zoo crew and the balance of the material bought 
out of the zoo funds. This is the handsomest and most complete of our 
barless grottoes and is located, like the others, where it can be seen from 
many parts of the ground. It should prove one of our outstanding at¬ 
tractions for all times. 

The reptile house has been improved by a sub-ceiling and the cages 
are being renovated. These changes will greatly improve the appearance 
of the house and should add to the economy of operation and efficiency in 
the care of the snakes. 

Many interesting new specimens have been added with very small cost 
to the society by the mediums of exchange, donation, and collection. Per¬ 
haps the most outstanding one aside from the pair of chimpanzees I have 
already mentioned was the grizzly bears from the Yellowstone National 
Park, specimens entirely new to the collection. These were a donation 
from the Department of Interior, selected by Mr. Joseph Dixon. But 
the real credit must be given to Mr. Annable, new member of our Board 
or Directors for it was through his personal efforts entirely that the don¬ 
ation was secured. The primate group was also increased by the addi¬ 
tion of several entirely new specimens; namely the grey cheeked manga- 
bey, a wooly monkey, and the sierra leon putty nosed monkey, secured 
from J. L. Buck and Sons last July. The deer mesa has received several 
new specimens also, including mouflon sheep, muntjac and panama deer, 
and the American Bison, the last named being the gift of the city Depart¬ 
ment of Parks of Portland, Oregon. These are wonderful specimens and 
we are proud to have them to replace the ones formerly exhibited. Many 
new birds have also been added, among them four species of rare pigeon, 
two of parrakeets, three ibis, and one or two new heron. Our birth rate 
has continued to be a very good one. Especially on the deer mesa has 
breeding been marked with great success. A remarkable record has been 
made in the bird collection. Nearly twenty varieties of pigeon have been 
hatched and some of our rarest parrots have raised young. The society 
has been awarded a medal by the Aviculture Society of America for hatch¬ 
ing and raising to maturity the Red Sided Eclectus Parrot, the first record 
of such a bird in the United States. 

Connections with Lieutenant Spencer of the United States Marine 
Corps stationed at Managua have also been very profitable. He has sent 
up many specimens entirely new to the collection, among them four croc¬ 
odiles, white ibis, and a Neotropical Chicken Snake of great beauty. All 
of these have been brought to San Diego at no cost by the transports of 
the United States Navy, and to the captains of the Vega and the Nitro we 
must extend grateful recognition for the excellent care they have given 
to this work. 

Reports from other departments are equally interesting in that they 
show no curtailment of the efficiency or service to the community. 

Children have been brought in in larger numbers from the city and 
county schools than ever before. This is due to the work of our com¬ 
mittees and to the nature departments of the public schools. Through 
plans formed and carried out with Mr. Frank Van Valin, children were 
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brought into all of the park exhibits from the public playgrounds during 
the long vacation. Eight weeks of the summer were thus made profitable 
and pleasant for many children. This work was done in the busses with 
the drivers of the Zoological Society, which carried the children back and 
forth to all the exhibits. 

We published two scientific bulletins during the year, the annual re¬ 
port of the Research Department, and the fifth bulletin of the Reptile De¬ 
partment. The society has every right to feel proud of the work being 
done in herpetology and the results of Mr. Klauber’s thorough and care¬ 
ful study. Perhaps nothing we do brings us more earnest attention in 
scientific circles than the snake collection and the use to which our dis¬ 
tinguished curator puts it. 

We also gained world wide promince through the publication of a 
pamphlet written by Lewis Wayne Walker on the Economic Value of 
Predatory Animals. Nearly a thousand copies of this attractive bulletin 
have been distributed and demands are still coming in for additional 
copies from individual organizations and public departments. 

Financially the year has been hard for us and large donations have 
been impossible to secure. Our auditors report shows for the first time 
that the budget as prepared for the year had exceeded our actual income. 
This was due in addition to the lack of large donations to the small num¬ 
ber of tourist visitors to the community and to the decrease in the sale of 
animals because of the lack of funds in other zoos which curtailed their 
buying. 

As I look back each year over the past of the Zoological Garden, its 
rapid growth as a park department, and Zoological collection is equaled 
or even surpassed by the rapidity with which it has come to the front in 
its other accomplishments. We are constantly being reminded in many 
ways that its reputation for service to man and the animal world, and its 
contribution to the world of knowledge far outranks that of many similar 
institutions of three or four times its actual age. For the record we 
must give thanks partly to our wonderful climate and the opportunities 
it gives us, but we must also acknowledge our debt to the spirit of the 
community in which we live and for the cooperation we receive on every 
hand. Many persons who declared in the beginning that such a zoo as we 
had in contemplation was impractical, impossible, and could not be sup¬ 
ported by a community of this size are now numbered among its greatest 
supporters. 

If the Zoo were to remain at its present size it would still be some¬ 
thing of which the public could well feel proud of, but we do not con¬ 
template stagnation and I again in closing urge that you as members of 
our society upon whom its life depends take now and at all future times 
every means to defeat plans to throw the zoo into politics from which it 
was rescued by our amendment to the city charter which established a de¬ 
finite tax rate for its partial support. All successful zoos have found that 
that is the only possible way to conduct an exhibit. It must be operated 
under a Zoological Society and supported by a definite tax rate so that 
never even for a single year can it be at the mercy of selfish and person¬ 
ally interested politicians. The reason that the city of Los Angeles in 
spite of its great size and wealth has no zoo today is because politicians 
responsible for appropriation of a park budget are generous one year and 
stingy the next so that the gain of one year is more than lost the follow¬ 
ing. No zoo can live and be a political cat’s paw. Keep your zoo out 
of politics. 
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Black Panther 

PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership entitles you, your family and your friends to free ad¬ 
mission to all exhibits of the Zoological Society. 

2. Membership entitles you to attend all meetings of the Zoological 
Society, and to have a voice in such meetings. 

3. Membership entitles you to hold office in the Society. 

4. Your membership in the Society helps to support the greatest single 
educational and recreational feature in the community. 

5. Your membership allows the Society to continue to grow and main¬ 
tain its place as one of the largest in the world and the largest in 
the west. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP $200.00 

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP $25.00 
JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP 59 CENTS 








